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AIMS

< Identify the wildfires of the eighteenth and first half of the nineteenth centuries from historic document sources.
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) o ] ] . _ A research project funded by the Spanish National R & D Plan CS02012-39680-C02-01: El uso del fuego y la conformacién
Analyze their characteristics (frequency, intensity and type of surface affected) and motivations.

de los paisajes en la Montaiia Cantdbrica y el Pirineo Oriental (The Use of fire and the formation of landscapes in the
% Determine the lines of continuity between the historic wildfires and current ones in the Nansa Valley. Cantabrian Mountains and the Eastern Pyrenees).

THE NANSA VALLEY

CANTABRIAN SEA

Fig. 1. The Nansa Valley The landscape and land uses have hardly changed since the eighteenth century,

maintaining a very low pressure on the land and (Fig. 2) a traditional cattle-based
economy (Doc. 1) in which extensive beef farming is dominant, with emphasis on the

autochthonous Tudanca breed. Fig. 2. Population density
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METHODOLOGY

The documentation found on fires is not very abundant, above all when compared with the documentation related to
land use. Nevertheless, the information they provide is revealing to understand the relationship between wildfires
and burning, and to differentiate between these two types of fires.
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RESULTS

BURNING WILDFIRES
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< Burning of scrubland was a traditional livestock practice employed to create, sustain, and provide access, to the & The civil servants of the Administration Fig. 7. Classification of wildfires

pasture that fed the livestock, the base of the rural economy (family consumption, commerce, transport...), and denounced as “wildfire” all burnings
definitively to maintain the agro-system. done by the villages that do not fulfil the Propagation of wildfire from a
. e : burning due to lack of control
established requisites: sometimes because
Between villages,
Intentional, For the pasture use rights

<
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* Burning was done at the end of the winter and beginning of spring (Doc. 2) (Fig. 4), that is, sufficiently early so
that the pastures were prepared when the livestock went up. The rapid regeneration of the woody vegetation
needed the practice to be repeated every three or four years (Fig. 5
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» Although the neighbours regulated this
activity through local norms (Doc. 3), the
Crown Administration’s growing
demand for timber meant that the Local ordinances of the Tudanca Valley: ) .
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they acted without supervision. It can be
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expression of conflict (Fig. 7).
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Against the institutional norm, as
this restricted the villages’ rights to
their forest lands
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% The Crown’s interests took precedence over those of the

villages given that the extension of wooded surface (Doc. 5)
competed with the increase and maintenance of the surface | il Ul I P Ll el
dedicated to pasture (Doc. 6). The adscription of the Nansa complete annihilation of livestock farming... The
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El Ferrol worsened this conflict. scrupulous vigilance, both in the hill lands and the
bare mountain chains these have become populated in
such a way with gorse and scrub that the livestock

“... Having inspected the hill lands of the Cabanzén Council and it could barely move about and couldn’t in any way use
has been found (that there are) several wooded sites burnt and quite it for pasture and it has also happened that the grass
a lot of damage and, moreover, the forests destined to reproduction” has lost substance and quality because the scrub

(1850) (AHPC, Leg. 84, f. 24) M surrounding it takes away its ventilation and
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Fig. 6. Procedure for
application for burning
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FINAL REMARKS

Fig. 8. Spatial and temporal
distribution of wildfires nowadays
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%* The burnings and wildfires nowadays have similar characteristics
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% The centuries-old use of fire reveals the permanence of some basic

to those carried out historically. Fire has been, and is, utilized as a ) D regulation principles that have hardly changed, and which are related to Fig. 9. Administrative decision of
technique for facilitating ploughing and maintenance of pasture 8000 1roprepprpppppprry (R - 1600 both the norms about use (under supervision, without wind...), and the enclosure due to burning without
and transit for hill land spaces, which can therefore be considered 5000 bt I ° . O [ 1400 procedures and precautions that have to be adopted in the surfaces affected permission
as a determinant factor in the genesis of the region’s landscapes B 451 - 900 (enclosure, prohibition of uses) (Fig. 9), which are not always fulfilled. ,
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% Its practice is therefore seasonal (end of winter-beginning of e B N 00 conflict. It usually has a livestock-related origin, but the “wildfire” nature is T um—
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spring) (Fig. 8) and it affects a type of vegetation cover that consists always due to the type of vegetation cover affected and the competition
principally of scrub, the dominant formation in the basin, S M B H ) 200 with other interests: private or public, commercial or environmental s scosense oo o peioe soneends ool de erenos
coinciding with the municipalities in which extensive livestock o-ﬁm — m — o (Climate Change, conservation, etc.) and those derived from regionall el

farming is still the principal activity. national or European Community policies.
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